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BACK ISSUES:

At present, back issues of TORCH BEARER are still available to
Volume 1, Issue 1, (March 1984), though there are now very few
complete sets of Volume 1. When these run out, they will not be
reprinted. It is Society policy to ensure that new members will
be able to purchase back issues for a four year period, but we
do not guarantee stocks for longer than this.Back issues cost
£1.00 each, or £4.00 for a year’'s issues, including postage by
surface mail. If ordering single copies, please indicate which
volume you require.Cheques should be made payable to the SOCIETY
OF OLYMPIC COLLECTORS and sent with the order to John Miller at
the above address.If you wish to receive back issues by airmail,
please add 60 pence per issue ( £2.40 per volume.)

LIBRARY.

Photocopies of articles are available through the Librarian at
10 pence per sheet. Please enclose money with the order. Books
may be borrowed, but postage must be paid IN BOTH DIRECTIONS.

The Librarian‘s address is listed above.

COPY DATES.

TORCH BEARER 1is published four times a year; in February, May,
August and November. Articles or adverts for inclusion in a
particular issue should be sent at least two months in advance.
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FRONT PAGE

After years 1in the planning stages, STAMP WORLD LONDON 90 has
come and gone and is now just .a memory. For me, at least, it
remains a very happy memory. Although I had little time to spend
with my Olympic and other philatelic friends, I did manage to
see many of them from throughout the world, albeit briefly.

For the first six days of the exhibition I was working on the

jury, so regrettably, I was unable to take part in the meeting
that took place between ourselves and our sister society in
German, IMOS. I understand that the restaurant, the original
meeting place was too crowded, so the meeting transferred to the
tiered seating in the East Hall. I also understand that a
useful exchange of ideas................and material took place.

I was however, able to be present at our official meeting on
Sunday 13 May, the last day of the exhibition. You will be able
to read our Secretary’'s full report of that meeting elsewhere in
the magazine.

With the exception of those of you who arrived too early on the
opening day, and had to stand for a long while in the hot sun, I
am sure that those of you who were able to visit the exhibition
will agree that it was a very successful event. If I had to find
one adjective to summarise the exhibition, I would use "happy".
Leon and I usually arrived at Alexandra Palace a little before

eight o clock each wmorning, and without fail, we found the
Alexandra Palace staff and the security guards friendly and
helpful. The dealers too had smiling faces when they came in
at nine o clock, and were usually still smiling when the

exhibition closed in the evening. We were lucky, of course, in
that the weather was kind throughout, with the exception of one
day, when it poured all morning. Even then, it wasn’'t cold, and
by the afternoon, the sun had reappeared.

The standard of the exhibits was extremely high and particularly
so 1in the thematic class. It gives some 1indication of the
standard to state that two large gold medals and eleven gold
medals were awarded in' this class and only one exhibit received a
certificate of participation. The majority of exhibits were
awarded vermeil medals, either large or small.

Forgive me that I have devoted the greater part of this editorial
to an event which is already past. I have been involved for such
a long time in the organisation of this event, that it is
perhaps not surprising that it is still very much on my mind,
particularly bearing in mind that this column is being written
before the end of May.....But, the King is dead, Long Live the
King. New Zealand 90 1is taking place at the end of August in
Auckland, which is another full international, and for all you
Olympic fans, the next Olymphilex is taking place at the end of
October in Varna, Bulgaria. Another opportunity to see some
wonder ful Olympic material and to meet old and new friends. Can
I look forward to seeing some of you there?
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MEETING AT STAMPWORLD

Elizabeth Miller.

Arrangements were made early in 1989 for the Society of Olympic
Collectors to hold a meeting during the International stamp
exhibition, Stamp World London <90, held from 3 to 13 May at
Alexandra Palace in north London. It was felt that the
opportunity should not be missed to hold a meeting and to extend
a welcome to members from abroad who would be visiting the
exhibition or showing their collections in the competitive class.

Seventeen members from Great Britain attended the meeting on 13
May, as well as those from as far away as South Africa, the
United States and Canada. Janet Kelsey, a guest from New Zealand,
also attended and subsequently joined the Society. Welcome Janet!
Unfortunately, German members of the Society were unable to be
with wus, since they had arranged to visit London for the first
weekend of the exhibition and were no longer in London at the
time of the meeting. However, an "unofficial" meeting was held on
5 May, when German and English members swapped stamps and stories
in the tiered seating in the East Hall.

The meeting was opened by our Chairman, Franceska Rapkin, who
welcomed all those present and introduced the members of the
Committee, so that in future, the names at the front of TORCH
BEARER could have a face to them. The first speaker of the
afternoon was Vic Manikian, from Anchorage, Alaska, who told
members how he exhibited his collection and illustrated his talk
with pages from his collection. In contrast, the second speaker,
Harry Beinart from Cape Town, South Africa showed examples of his
collection and told anecdotes from Olympic Games that he had
visited. The third speaker of the afternoon was Morris Rosen from
Baltimore in the United States who showed mainly non-philatelic
items connected with the Olympic Games. Among the items that he
showed (for the benefit of Franceska) was a lace doily depicting
the torch and Olympic rings dating from 1936. Morris also showed
a rare example of the O0Official Report of the 18946 Games in
Athens. Morris stressed how important it is to collect literature
related to the theme, in particular official reports, which
frequently contain material not available elsewhere.

The first '"home-grown" speaker was Alan Sabey, who showed items
relating to the 1948 Games held at Wembley Stadium. Included in
his display were selected sheets of events during the Games, as
well as posters and other Cinderella items. The final speaker of
the afternoon was the Society’'s Librarian, Ken Cook, who showed
a part of his fascinating collection of postcards connected with
the 1908 Games at White City Stadium. All five speakers were
well received and many questions were asked and answered.

Before closing the meeting, Franceska asked John Crowther, the
Society’s Auction Manager, to give an update on Manchester’'s bid
to host the 1996 Games. Although pessimistic about Manchester’'s
chances of being awarded the Games, he stated that the bid itself
was going well and had the support of most Mancunians, but
unfortunately very little philatelic material had been produced.
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MEMBER'S FORUM

Congratulations are due to our member Alan Sabey, who was made a
Fellow of the Royal Philatelic Society, London at the meeting
held last November. Fellowship of the Royal is no small honour,
and those who are awarded this distinction, carry it with pride.
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Harold Palethorpe, one of our earliest members (number S5) was
awarded the shield in the thematic section of the Spalding and
District Stamp Club competition with an entry entitled "Skis and
Skates". It was acclaimed by the judges as an outstanding entry,
which must be very gratifying for Harold. It is the tenth time
that he has won the shield in the last fourteen years! Many
congratulations from us all.

KKK KKK K KK K KK K KK K K KK K KK K K K K KK K K K K K XK K K K K K K XK KK K K K K KK KK K0OK KOK XK K KKK X K K X

OQur Treasurer, Colin Faers, writes that, since the follow-up
article in the February issue of TORCH BEARER regarding his
original enquiry concerning Charles Gardner Rought and the
Thames Rowing Club coxed fours team, he has received further
information from one of our German members, Helmut Mensch.

To correct some of the information and to answer the further
queries raised in the February article , Helmut explained that
in the 1912 Games each participating nation was allowed to
enter two crews for each event. In the Fours event, Germany
entered two crews, Ludwigshafener RV and the Mainzer RV, who did
not start. Ludwigshafener RV beat Sweden in the first round and
qualified for the final when they beat Thames RC in a time of
6.59.25 by a margin of two and a half lengths (not sixteen as
stated in the last 1issue) Sixteen lengths would have been the
equivalent of 208 metres! Additionally, Helmut writes that the
semi—-final took place on the morning of 19 July and the finals
in the afternocon. In the morning, the Ludwigshafener RV had a
comfortable win by six seconds over the Copenhagen RC in a fast
time of 6.59. Thames RC had a hard race against Christiana RC of
Norway, winning by only two fifths of a second in a time of
7208325 The Thames RC obviously acquitted themselves well in a
faster final the same afternoon against the Ludwigshafener crew,
who had consistently produced the fastest times in the event.

Colin writes that he has enjoyed several regattas at Henley, and
while he was in British Columbia last May for the celebrations
of their Rugby Football Centenary, he was hosted by the Vancouver
Rowing Club, who have a proud Olympic record in representing
Canada. They are also Canada’s oldest rowing club and were last
year‘'s club champions.
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On the same subject, Helmut Mensch offers to help any members who
may have queries about rowing events. He is currently preparing

an exhibit of rowing stamps, cancellations, programmes and other
memorabilia related to the history of FISA, the International
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Rowing Federation, who are celebrating their centenary in 1992.
This exhibit will be shown in Turin in Italy, where FISA was
founded, then go on to the International Regatta in Lucerne, to
Banyoles in Spain for the Olympic rowing regatta and finally to
Henley in England for their annual regatta. Helmut mentions that
he has no cancellation for the Henley Regatta in his collection
and would be grateful if any member could help him to find a fine
item for this event. Write to him at c/o CDH Verband,
Wachmannstrasse 51, 2800 Bremen 1, West Germany.
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The following Olympic exhibits were shown in the Thematic Class
at STAMP WORLD LONDON <90: ATHENS 189646, Adalbert Broll, German
Democratic Republic (awarded a large silver medal), FOR THE GLORY
OF SPORT, Peter Osusky, Czechoslovakia (awarded a vermeil medal),
1896-1932, X*Morris Rosen, United States of America (awarded a
large vermeil medal), 1896-1952, Ladislav Karel, Switzerland
(awarded a gold medal), OLYMPIC GAMES, xHarry Beinart, United
Kingdom (awarded a vermeil medal) and I CALL THE YOUTH OF THE
WORLD, Fritz Karpinski, German Federal Republic (awarded a large
vermeil medal). Harry and Morris are both members of our society.
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Mark Maestrone writes that he has managed to answer for himself
the question that he posed in Members’ Forum in February 1990
regarding the German gymnast Helmut Bantz. For the benefit of
other members, the postcard 1is listed in the Winternheimer
catalogue of 1972 Olympic material and is listed as I 12 in the
Ganzsachen section. It 1is also listed in the Michel Privat-
ganzsachen catalogue of 1982 as (PP) 45/6, which catalogues
at DM5.00 both mint and used.
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Sandy Duncan, the Honorary Curator of the British Olympic
Association’s Museum and Library and one of the Association’'s
Vice Presidents, writes in answer to Joseph Lopreiato’s query in
the May 1issue of TORCH BEARER. The names and addresses of all
the National Olympic Committees, as well as those of the
international sports federations that are affiliated to the
Olympic Movement, will be found in the OLYMPIC MOVEMENT
DIRECTORY, which 1is available from the IOC, Chateau de Vidy,
CH-1007 Lausanne, Switzerland for SF 15.00. This directory also
contains many other useful addresses and information. A similar
letter on the same subject was received by American member
Melvin Hodgson of El Paso. Rather than print this information in
TORCH BEARER, it might be easier for members to purchase the
Directory for themselves, where all the information is at hand
in a single volume. The same information was sent in by Craig
Perlow from New York.
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Japanese member, Masaoki Ichimura, has been able to provide an
answer to Bob Wilcock’'s query regarding the dates of the
postmarks for the 1964 Olympic Games in Tokyo. (Members’' Forum
May 1990) He writes that the Tokyo Olympic postmark of 11 October
1961 was for the first Olympic Fund issue. This was the correct
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first date, and not 13 October. The cover which shows the date
as 13 October Iis, however, also correct, since it is Japanese
Post Office policy to use commemorative postmarks or speciél
handstamps for a two week period, during which time the date
slugs are changed according to the date on which they are used.
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Illustrated above are both sides of a cover sent in by Canadian
member, Lorna Mildenhall. It was found among a recently acquired
lot of Olympic items. The stamps were first issued :in 1923, but
could any member help Lorna to identify the label on the back of
the cover? Unfortunately the date of the cancellation 1is
illegible, so she 1is wunable to give the date of posting. Does
any reader know of any reference having been made to award the
Olympic Games to Osaka, and if so when? Perhaps the label was
made in anticipation of such an award. Any information received
will be published in a future issue of TORCH BEARER.
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Silviu Popovici, Box 45-33, 70750 Bucarest, Romania, has written
to say that he 1is a dealer in thematic material and would be
interested in selling Olympic items to members. He is able to
supply special cancellations, postal stationery, maximum cards
and other philatelic items, not only from Romania. He will
happily try to fill member’'s Want’'s Lists. He has sent a sample
of the type of material that he has on offer, and his prices
appear to be very reasonable.
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\Nk@hﬁi One of our Israeli members, Shlomo Vurgan, has
LW ‘5¢U X

D> sent a photocopy of an Israeli commemorative

Q&%D o {lé postmark, which, according to Shlomo, has not yet

M“wug A gg been recorded. It was issued on 19 September 1988

‘ {j) S5 and bears the inscription in Hebrew, Arabic and

ﬁ: . ,§ English "Israel‘'s Philatelists Greet Olymphilex

P
{3§&9ﬁ9'g° 88". Hodori, the mascot of the Seoul Games also
forms a part of the design.

Shlomo found the article by Howard Longden on the Camp Games at
Gross Born and Woldenberg particularly interesting. Illustrated
is a cover from his own collection, which shows a ship design
used for the cachet. The stamp 1is cancelled by a Woldenberg
handstamp of 13 August 1944.
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For the first time in a very long time, our Packet Manager, Bob
Wilcock, is asking members who have duplicate material to
prepare some booklets for him. If you have any surplus material,
please sort it NOW and send it to Bob at 24 Hamilton Crescent,
Brentwood, Essex CM14 O5SES, Great Britain. Good material always
finds a buyer, and the money you earn from the sale of your
unwanted stamps and covers will enable you, in your turn, to
buy additional material for your own collection.

Al though overseas members are wunable to see the packet, they

can, nevertheless, benefit from this service provided by the
Society, since they can wuse the packet to dispose of their
surplus material. It has been found in the past that overseas

members do very well with the sale of their material over here,
since it is a new and different market.
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NEWS

An unusual stamp exhibition was held in Washington at the end of
1989. It was unusual in that, instead of runniﬁg for just a
limited number of consecutive days, it was spread over the
period of a month over the weekends and with omrly a limited
opening during the week. The exhibition did ngt have any
competitive exhibits, and those 1invited were among the finest
collections in the world. No stamp exhibition would be complete
without its special cancellations, and EXPO B9 was no exception.

One of these cancellations honoured Olympic Day and is
illustrated below. See the separate article in this issue for
further news of the United States’ contribution to Olympic

philately.

Come visit us

at
WORLD STAMP EXPO 89,
November 17—20 and
wember 24—December 3, 1989

OL\ 'qus DAY
DEC. 2, 1989
WASHINGTON, DC 20068
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1990 marked the Tenth Anniversary of the Winter Olympic Games in
Lake Placid. QOur member, Glenn Estus, was instrumental in marking
the occasion philatelically with a special cancellation. Glenn
was there during the celebrations, and I hope that he will send a
detailed report in due course. In the meantime, illustrated below
is one of the eight cancellations. The stamp is that which is
currently imprinted on US airletters, and has no Olympic
significance.
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Illustrated below 1is a cancellation that arrived at the STAMP
WORLD LONDON <90 offices in the every-day mail. Can any member
shed further 1light on this French "flamme’ which advertises an
Olympic ice rink at Asnieres?

ASNIERES_SUR_SEINE !
SA PATINOIRE OLYMPIQUE}
SA PISCINE )

SES TENNIS

ASNIERES PfPAL 20 2-90
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Come to Australio, back to Australia, st Lema S
(Mist on the hills and the sun breaking through) i

Wide open arms will be waiting for you.

)
With the sliprails down and the billy boiling merrily, , - - : N ‘,

— Song of Farewell 1956 Melbourne Olympics i~

, T AR MALL

CEERI T pAR AVION

MRS FRANCESKA RAPKIN
EAGLEWOOD

OXHEY LANE, HATCH END
MIDDX HAS 4AL
ENGLAND

SPORT SERIES - 1l

Our Australian member, Noel Almeida is using a very nice Olympic
meter cancellation in conjunction with Australia Post’s Sports
Series Cover. 1 believe that these covers were prepared by AP to
be used with the sports series that was released earlier this
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year. Both the cover, with 'its 'Song of Farewell to the 1956
Olympic Games in Melbourne, and- the meter cancellation, with'a
design showing the Olympic. - Stadium, fit very nicely into an
Olympic collection.

—— AUSTRALA
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Illustrated 1is the slogan cancellation used by Manchester during
their bid to host the 1996 Olympic Summer Games. ‘It came into
use on 14 May, and like all slogan cancellations and regular
postmarks being wused during 1990, the centenary year of the
Penny Black, the cancellation is in red, rather than the more
usual black. i

DRINNG 115 DREAM —

—

{ 'MANCHESTER 1996 —

I 5 3
{THE BRITISH OLYMPIC BID =t
A

Manchester delivered their Bid Document to the IOC at the end of
1989.1t contains detailed proposals for each sports venue, with

media, medical, transport, catering, security and accommodation
facilities. Two I0OC inspection teams visited the city during the
summer . It is estimated that if the Games were awarded to that
(20682 the whole of north-west England could gain at least £2
billion in investment and income, and up to 50,000 jobs. AN
independent report on the economic impact of the Games under-
lined the ©benefits to the region and to the nation. The

Manchester analysis showed that running the Games would bring
£375 million into the north-west economy, building the Olympic
Village and the stadiums another £420 million, visitors,
officials and athletes were likely to spend £355 million on
travel, food, drink and accommodation. Tickets sales, sponsorship
and television rights would not only pay for the running of the
Games, but provide a surplus towards building the new facilities.
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The former Sports Minister, The Rt. Hon. Denis Howell, is
leaving no stone unturned in the lead-up to the 1991 I0OC Session
in Birmingham, probably the most important gathering of sporting
powers to take place in this country for decades. His team will
soon make presentations to the I0OC in Lausanne and Tokyo assuring
them that their members will be catered for expertly. Hosts for
the 1998 Olympic Winter Games will be chosen during this Session.
Candidates who had applied by the 1 March 1990 deadline include
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Aosta (Italy), Jaca (Spain), Nagano (Japan), Ostersund (Sweden),
Salt Lake City (USA) and Sochi (USSR). The decision will, no
doubt, focus media attention on Birmingham.

Sir Arthur Gold, the Chairman of the British Olympic Association,
and the Association’s Secretary General, Richard Palmer, have
been enlisted as advisors to the organisers of the 1991 World
Student Games to be held in Sheffield. The move has come as a
part of an attempt to help the beleaguered city and Games
Organising Committee in the wake of its financial difficulties.
Sheffield are adamant that the games will go ahead, despite all
the problems. Organising Committee Marketing and Salesman, David
Foggin, returned from the Far East and Australia recently with
some good news on television coverage, which could help with a
better sponsorship programme.
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The British Olympic Association’'s staff, under the watchful eye
of the Consultant Librarian, Sandy Duncan, have recently made
major strides in recataloguing the Association’s library. This
is now a well-stocked source of all Olympic information and is
regularly used by researchers, historians and the sports media.
It is a reference library, rather than a lending library, and
members wishing to make use of it should telephone in the first
instance to make an appointment. The telephone number there is
071 871 2677, and the library is situated at the BOA headquarters
at 1 Wandsworth Plain, London SW18 1EH.
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WANTS LISTS INVITED FOR OLYMPICS AND SPORT!

(plus any other philatelic items)

1 HAVE GOOD STOCKS OF MINT EUROPE (EAST AND WEST)

(but can supply anything against specific Wants Lists.)

I ATTEND ALL MAJOR STAMP SHOWS IN THIS COUNTRY,

WHERE MY FULL STOCK IS AVAILABLE FOR VIEWING.

BARRY OLIVER 404, YORKTOWN ROAD,

COLLEGE TOWN,

STAMPS AND POSTAL HISTORY @ CAMBERLEY,

SURREY
OF THE WORLD 0276 - 32587 or

04837 - 70580 (24 hr)
THE STAMP CENTRE
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